
 
 
 

CALHOUN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
Academic excellence, upholding God’s truth, challenging children to serve. 

 
Dear CCS family, 
 
As you have likely heard, on June 30, 2020, Governor Whitmer signed an Executive Order (2020-142) that provided 
requirements for the reopening of all Michigan public, charter, and private schools for the 2020-21 school year.  The 
Order requires all schools to create a Covid-19 Preparedness and Response Plan outlining what protocols the 
school will follow to keep students and staff safe. This plan applies to our K-12 students. 
 
We are excited that this plan provides us the opportunity to see your students in the classroom again this fall, as we 
have greatly missed them and can’t wait to be back together! 
 
The Governor’s Order requires schools to develop plans for what school will look like for three different Phases of 
the MI Safe Start plan – we are currently in Phase 4, and with continued improvement in Covid-19 cases, could 
advance to Phase 5.  However, if the Covid-19 cases get worse, the Governor could downgrade the state to Phase 
3.  In short: 

• Phase 3 = no in-person instruction in schools, only remote learning 

• Phase 4 = (current) in-person instruction in schools with required safety protocols 

• Phase 5 = in-person instruction in schools with minimal required safety protocols 

 

** “What will school at CCS look like for K-12 this year if we remain in the current Phase 4?” ** 
 
Days/Schedule: CCS will have full-day, in-person instruction, five days a week, for all students beginning August 
24, 2020. 
 
Personal Protective Equipment: As required by the Governor’s Order, facial coverings must be worn by all 
students at times throughout the day. 

• All students must wear facial coverings in hallways and common areas except during meals 

• K-5 students must wear facial coverings when they leave their classrooms (but not in the classrooms) 

• 6-12 students must wear facial coverings in all classrooms 

• All staff must wear facial coverings at all times except during meals 
Staff and students who are unable to medically tolerate a facial covering are exempt from this requirement. 
 
Hygiene: Staff and students will continue to reinforce and practice proper hand hygiene (washing with soap and 
water for at least 20 seconds) and/or utilizing hand sanitizer.  Hand sanitizer stations will be set up outside each 
classroom for students to use as they enter. 
 
Cleaning: Frequently touched surfaces (light switches, doorknobs, etc.) will undergo cleaning at least every four 
hours, per the Governor’s Order.  Classroom desks and surfaces will be sanitized between each class. 
 
Communication of Positive Cases of Covid-19: If a student or staff member is diagnosed with Covid-19, families 
will be notified that a student in a specific grade has tested positive (medical privacy laws require that we not release 
the identity of the specific student or staff member).   
 
Any student or staff member who is diagnosed with Covid-19 must report that information to the school and stay 
home until they are cleared to return by the local health department. 
 
Once a positive case of Covid-19 has been communicated, the staff and students of Calhoun Christian School must 
follow the guidance of the Calhoun County Health Department (CCHD).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Per the health department guidelines (updated 8/11/20):  
 
Any person considered a close contact of a person diagnosed with Covid-19 (within 6 feet of the person diagnosed 
with Covid-19 for 15 minutes or more) will be required to quarantine at home for 14 days.  These persons will be 
determined by the CCHD after an investigation. 
 
In the context of CCS, if a high school student is diagnosed with Covid-19 their teachers and classmates that share 
a classroom with them at any point throughout the day will have to quarantine for 14 days.  This would likely impact 
the entire high school.  At that point in time CCS will begin offering all instruction on-line via Microsoft Teams for the 
entire high school during the quarantine period, and would return to in person instruction after completing 
quarantine. 
 
If a middle school student is diagnosed with Covid-19 their teachers and classmates that share a classroom with 
them at any point throughout the day will likely have to quarantine for 14 days.  This would likely impact the entire 
middle school.  At that point in time CCS will begin offering all instruction on-line via Microsoft Teams for the entire 
middle school during the quarantine period, and would return to in person instruction after completing quarantine. 
 
For both of these situations it is true that some students will not have been potentially exposed, however, the 
teachers will have been, and consequently, on-line instruction would become our only option.   
 
If an elementary or preschool student is diagnosed with Covid-19 their teacher and classmates in that class will 
likely have to quarantine for 14 days.  This will likely be handled on a case by case basis and not affect the entire 
elementary or preschool.  
 
The health department was clear that social distancing, barriers, and facial covering use within the classroom does 
not ensure that students are not exposed and, therefore, they would be required to quarantine regardless.  As this is 
the guidance we received we are hoping to keep the classroom environment as normal as possible and adjust 
accordingly if cases do arise.  We will always be working towards face-to-face instruction whenever possible.   
 
Symptomatic Students or Staff Members: If a student or staff member has a fever at or above 100.4, or has 
multiple symptoms of Covid-19, they will not be allowed to come to school.  If they develop a fever at or above 
100.4, or develop multiple symptoms of Covid-19 while at school, they will be sent home until they are symptom free 
(without medication) for at least 24 hours. 
 
Symptoms of Covid-19 (as determined by the CDC): fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty 
breathing, fatigue, unexplained muscle or body aches, headaches, loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or 
runny nose, nausea or vomiting, or diarrhea. 
 
Assemblies/Chapel: Per the Governor’s Order, indoor assemblies are prohibited.  Every effort will be made to 
conduct outdoor Chapel services (weather permitting), or to utilize video technology to stream Chapel services into 
each classroom. 
 
Lunch: Lunch will still be held in the cafeteria for middle school and high school students. Tables will be set up for 
social distancing, facial coverings will be worn when not eating, and we will limit the mixing of classes as much as 
possible. Preschool and elementary students will eat lunch in their classrooms.   
 
Hot lunch service will still be provided by Lakeview School District. 
 
Recess: Recess will still be held outside for preschool and elementary.  Elementary classes will have two scheduled 
recesses per day.  The classes will go out separately, therefore students will not need to wear facial coverings.   
 
Middle school recess is going to be outside as often as possible.  Students will be required to wear facial coverings.  
 
Specials: All specials classes will still take place for all grade levels. 
 
Field Trips: Field trips may still be held with proper safety protocols in place. 
 
Extended Care: Extended care will still be available – all students in extended care will wear facial coverings. 



 
 
Athletics: As of July 17, the MHSAA had reiterated that its current plan “playing Fall sports as traditionally 
scheduled.”  CCS is moving forward under the assumption that we will be able to play all fall sports in the fall 
season, but understand that those contests will likely have additional restrictions and safety protocols in place. 
 
What if Michigan Reverts to Phase 3? Per the Governor’s Order, under Phase 3, all public, charter, and private 
schools will be closed to in-person instruction – learning will be done remotely.  Our teachers did a great job last 
spring of transitioning instruction to online platforms and providing hard copy work for students who did not have 
reliable internet access.  We are working hard to be prepared to make the shift to remote learning if needed due to a 
move to Phase 3 by the Governor. 
 
What if Michigan Moves to Phase 5? Praise God! ☺ Under Phase 5, all of the safety protocols surrounding facial 
coverings and social distancing are no longer required.  Students and staff will be allowed to wear facial coverings to 
school if they would like, but would not be required.  In-person Chapel services and assemblies would be allowed, 
and lunch would return to normal. 
 
We fully understand that some of these changes are difficult, but we truly believe that adjusting our practices to 
comply with the Governor’s Order is worth it if we can have your students back in the classrooms full-time this fall!  
Our teachers are longing to engage with your students – to laugh with them, pray with them, teach them, and guide 
them through this difficult season with God’s grace and peace. 
 
We are grateful to our families for their ongoing support, prayers, and willingness to “weather this storm” together.  

Our genuine prayer is that CCS comes out on the other side stronger and more united in our commitment to 

Christian education that is academically excellent while upholding God’s truth.   

 

Mrs. Jeralyn Belote and Mr. Aaron Seifer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

“What will school at CCS PRESCHOOL look like this year if we remain in Phase 4?” 
 

IN ADDITION to Calhoun Christian School’s Covid-19 Preparedness and Response Plan, the following specifically 
pertains to Calhoun Christian Preschool, as required by the State of Michigan Licensing and Regulatory Affairs.  
 
Days/Schedule:  CCS Preschool will have all half day and full day programs in operation beginning August 24, 2020. 
 
Personal Protective Equipment: Facial coverings will be worn by preschoolers only when they occupy the hallways and 
common areas of our school building except for meals. 

• When entering and leaving the building both parent and child are required to wear facial coverings. Facial 
coverings will be provided for all preschool students and all students in our Extended Care programs. You are 
welcome to provide your own! Facial coverings will be available in the office (call to confirm when they are in 
before picking up) and first day of school (the director will be outside of the Preschool Entrance handing out facial 
coverings).  

• Student facial coverings may be removed once in the classroom. The classroom teachers will label each child’s 
facial covering for use throughout the day and place in an individualized designated location within the classroom, 
to access when moving to any common areas outside of the classroom.  

• All preschool staff will wear facial coverings at all times. 

• All students will be required to wear facial coverings during Extended Care.  

Staff and students who are unable to medically tolerate a facial covering are exempt from this requirement. 
 
Drop off Procedures: To limit foot traffic as much as possible, we are requesting that only ONE person escorts their child 
into the building at the start of the day.  

• Put on facial covering before entering building. 

• Utilize the Hand sanitizer station after entry. 

• Proceed directly to your child’s locker and then directly to their classroom.  

• Your child’s teacher will meet you at the classroom door to sign your child in and take your child’s temperature, 
before entry. If their temperature reads 100.4 they will not be allowed to stay. They must be unmedicated and 
fever free for 72 hours before returning (note that this differs from CCS policy of 24 hours). We highly 
recommend checking your child’s temperature at home each morning (in hopes of eliminating a last-minute issue 
at school while trying to get to work) and having a back up plan in place.  

• Staff will be monitoring students throughout the day for symptoms: fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or 
difficulty breathing, fatigue, unexplained muscle or body aches, headaches, loss of taste or smell, sore throat, 
congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, or diarrhea. Should any symptoms present, the child will be 
removed from the classroom and parents will be notified to pick up immediately.  

Pick Up Procedures for Half day programs: Again, to limit foot traffic, only one person may enter to pick up child from 
the classroom.  

• Put on facial covering before entering building. 

• Utilize Hand sanitizer station after entry. 

• The teacher will have the child put on facial covering to leave the classroom and will sign the child out. 

• Directly exit the building. 

Full day student pick-up has not changed. Students will be brought to the front of the school (with their facial coverings on) 
and a staff member will assist in getting them to their vehicles. 
 
Lunch: In order to accommodate for social distancing during the Pk-4th grade lunch period, lunch for preschoolers will 
take place separately in the chapel room this year. Tables will be set up in there to allow for proper spacing.  
 
What if Michigan Reverts to Phase 3 – Our program may convert to day care and we will inform you of the details at 
that time. We are allowed to operate for families of Essential workers while in this Phase, if there is a sufficient need.  
 
What if Michigan Moves to Phase 5?  
 
Thank you for choosing Calhoun Christian Preschool. We understand this is a difficult time, full of uncertainty but we can 
rest and have peace knowing that God is in control! Your children’s teachers have already been praying for your children 
and are looking forward to a fun filled, amazing school year!  
 
Melissa Pidcock, Preschool Director 


